
FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 
Where has this year gone—it doesn’t 
seem five minutes ago that we were 
preparing for last years Christmas 
Fayre and here we are again getting 
ready for this years. 
 
We are holding it in the Coffee Shop 
on SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER 
form 1.00pm until 4.00pm and I 
would like to invite you all to join us. 
 
There will be stalls selling cakes, 
hand made cards, knitting and crafts. 
There will also be the ever popular 
Tombola, Lucky Dip, and Father 
Christmas will be in attendance. If 
you are able to help us with any con-
tributions to these we will be only to 
pleased to receive them. 
 
We had our AGM on the 8th Novem-
ber and I would like to say how nice 
it was to see so many of you in spite 
of the bad weather. We welcomed 
the Mayor of Redditch, Councillor 
Anita Clayton, who proposed the 
adoption of our accounts and sang 
the praises of  the League and all we 
did for the hospital. After a short 
business meeting the Hospital Direc-
tor, Frances Martin, gave us an inter-
esting talk about the policies in the 
hospital. 
 
Hopefully the weather will be kind to 
us this year and may I take this op-
portunity of wishing you all a very 
Happy Christmas and Prosperous 
New Year.  
 
Thank you all for your support over 
the past twelve months and, indeed, 
the past twenty five years. 
 

 ���������	�
Chairman 
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CHRISTMAS  
CLOSURE 

 
The Coffee Shop will be closed this 
year from the close of business on 

 
FRIDAY 23rd DECEMBER 2011 

 
And will re-open on 

 
TUESDAY 3rd JANUARY 2012 

 
 
 

 
 
 

In October the League celebrated its 
twenty fifth anniversary. Volunteers 
were invited to enjoy a celebratory 
meal at the Barley Mow public house 
in Studley which was well attended 
and enjoyed by all. 

Thanks must go to Caroline Reid and 
Angela Smith for organising the 
event. 

LET THEM EAT CAKE 
 
 

 
 

The Alexandra Hospital also cele-
brated its twenty fifth anniversary in 
October and a reception was held for 
invited guests. 
The League of Friends donated two 
celebration cakes which were cut by 
Mr Karl Bell and distributed to all the 
patients and staff.  

Mr Bell cuts the cake watched by the 
Mayor, Councillor Anita Clayton, 
Karen Lumley MP, Nancy Doyle, 
first Matron of the Alexandra and 
Francis Martin, Hospital Director. 

League of Friends Trustees and the 
Co-ordinators smile for the camera. 
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NORMAN WILEY 
PHILATELIST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sadly, this year we lost yet another 
stalwart of the League of Friends, 
Norman Wiley. 
 
For many years Norman was a regu-
lar in the Coffee Shop on Monday 
mornings and was also present at 
many other events, including the 
Summer Fete helping out in the re-
freshments marquee. 
 
In 1995 Norman started the Stamp 
Appeal and up until he had to give it 
up earlier this year had raised nearly 
£15,000 for the League. 
 
Norman had several health issues 
over the last few years but always 
had a cheerful face and a kind word 
to all who met him. 
 
He will be sadly missed and our 
thoughts are with Dorothy and his 
family. 
 
A true Gentleman. 
 
Normans Stamp Appeal continues to 
operate so let us not forget his slogan 
 
“KEEP ’EM COMING!”  

NEWSLETTER DATES 
TO CHANGE 

 
From January 2012 the  League of 
Friends Newsletter will be published 
at slightly different times of the year. 
 
This will allow us to fall more in line 
with annual events such as Easter 
and the AGM. 
 
The new  dates will be as follows: - 
 

January  
March   
July  

October  
 

 
THANK YOU 

 
The following thank you letter was 
received by the League of Friends 

It’s nice to know we are appreciated 
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KNITTING SALES GO FROM 
STRENGTH TO STRENGTH 

 
The sale of knitted baby clothes and 

dolls clothes raised in excess of 
£1800 in the last financial of the 

League off Friends 
 

For 2012 the format will change 
slightly in that all sales days will be 

held on Fridays 
 

Dates for 2012 are  
 

January 20th 
 

February 10th 
 

March 2nd & 23rd 
 

April 13th 
 

May 4th & 25th 
 

June 15th 
 

July 6th & 27th 
 

August 17th 
 

September 7th & 28th 
 

October 19th 
 

November 9th & 30th 
 

December TBA 
 

The December sale being at the  
annual Christmas Fayre 

 
REMEMBER 

All proceeds from these sales go  
directly to the  

LEAGUE of FRIENDS 

THE LEAGUE OF FRIENDS HAS SPENT  
£100,000 

ON HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT IN THE  
LAST FOUR MONTHS 
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As the chairman has already said—
”where has this year gone?”. Here 
we are just a few short weeks away 
from Christmas once again. Let us 
hope the weather is kinder to us than 
it was a year ago. 
 
A lot has happened during the past 
year—we have lost two of our longer 
standing members, Maurice Powell 
and Norman Wiley—they will both 
be sorely missed.  
 
We held a “street party” to celebrate 
Wills and Kates wedding and in   
October  we celebrated twenty five 
years of volunteering at the Alex. 
 
Looking to the future - next year the 
country celebrates the Queens Dia-
mond Jubilee and no doubt the 
League will organise its own celebra-
tion within the hospital.  
 
As mentioned on page one the dates 
for the newsletter will change next 
year. At the present time the issues 
before and after the AGM are too 
close together and with the demise of 
the Summer Fete the summer issue 
can be moved. 
 
This means that the next issue will 
not appear until the end of January. 
 
As a result of this I will take this op-
portunity to wish you all a very 
happy and peaceful Christmas and an 
equally  happy and peaceful New 
Year. 
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Editor 
 
 

From the Editor  
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THE LEAGUE BOUGHT 
THIS 

Blood Gas Analyser 
 
This piece of equipment, purchased 
by the League of Friends for the 
Respiratory Specialist Nurses, meas-
ures the levels of oxygen and carbon 
dioxide present in a blood sample.  
 
The resulting analysis shows how 
effectively the patients lungs are 
working and detects any imbalance 
or respiratory failure. 
 
This allows medical staff to monitor 
patients and make decisions about 
any treatment that may be required. 
 
The equipment has already proved 
invaluable to the Respiratory 
Nurses. Being portable it has cut  
analysis times considerably and the 
need to take second blood samples 
because an analyser could not be 
accessed within the prescribed test 
time. 
 
The cost of this piece of valuable 
equipment—£8995! 

 

Please visit & support us  
on the web site at 

www.lof-alex.co.uk 

for information about 
what we do 
how we do it 

when we do it 
and who does it 

-oOo- 
Feedback on the web site to 

Leagueof.Friends@worcsacute.nhs.uk 

THE HISTORY BIT 
In this month 

1718-John Montague, 4th Earl of 
Sandwich, inventor of the sandwich, 
was born 
1793-Marie Antoinette guillotined 
1867-Marie Curie was born 
1871-Henry Morton Stanley 
(Morton Stanley Park) met David 
Livingstone at Ujiji 
1918-WW1 ended 
1922-Christian Barnard was born 
1963-  JFK assassinated 

Famous Last Words 
“Go away. I’m all right.” 

H.G.Wells (1866—1946) 
“Good night.” 

Lord Byron (1788—1824)    
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